
�e Nido  
Kindergarten 
Curriculum
(3—6 years)



Nido Early School is a national 
leader in early childhood 
education. According to 
ACECQA data, Nido’s 99% 
success rate in ‘Educational 
Program and Practice’ 
surpasses all other provider 
types, including independent 
schools, community-managed 
centres, and other providers.
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What is the Nido 
Kindergarten Curriculum? 
�e Nido Early School Kindergarten Curriculum has been 
though�ully developed in partnership with families, sector 
experts, and our remarkable teachers. Alongside Nido’s 
nurturing environment, it provides a rich and balanced 
learning program that builds essential skills and supports 
a lifelong love of learning.

At Nido Early School, we believe every child is capable, 
curious, and full of potential. Each day plays an important 
role in shaping who they will become, which is why we 
invest in every child, every day.

We follow their wonder, celebrate their voice, and 
ensure every child feels included and valued. �rough 
our evidence-based curriculum and diverse programs, 
children are o�ered new opportunities for learning every 
day — from literacy and numeracy to cooking, art, music, 
languages, culture and wellbeing.

Every day brings something new to learn and discover, 
and we’re here to help your child make the most of it.

Nido. Every day ma�ers.

“More than 90% of brain 
development occurs in the first 
five years; high-quality early 
education sets children up for 
lifelong learning and wellbeing.”

—— Early Childhood Australia
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Why is 
kindergarten 
so important?
A�ending kindergarten is a crucial 
milestone in your child’s life, fostering 
their emotional, social, physical, and 
cognitive growth. Research shows that a 
high-quality kindergarten education sets 
the stage for improved health, wellbeing, 
and greater educational and career 
opportunities in the future.
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“...developing
the skills needed
for reading, writing
and mathematics,
in both structured
and play-based
experiences.”
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What’s the di�erence 
between Nido and sessional 
kinder programs? 

Both programs are delivered by Bachelor level early childhood teacher s and use 
the Early Years Learning Framework (EYLF*) to focus on play-based learnin g, 
communication and language, and emotional and social development. There ar e, 
�¥�Ä�ì�”�ë�”�Ò�E�A�µ�”�ò�A�Š�”�¾�”���Ü�Ö�A�Ü�Ä�A�?�§�•�Ä�A���~�Ò�·�ò�A�W�‹�¥�Ä�Ä�·�A�µ�§�¾�•�”�Ò�A�ë�”�Ò�Ö�à�Ö�A�Ö�¥�Ä�Ò�Ü�”�Ò�A�Ö�”�Ö�Ö�§�Ä�¾�~�·�A�µ�§�¾�•�”�Ò# .

Nido Early School 
Kinder

Funded Sessional 
Kinder

�ere are two programs to choose from when it comes 
to introducing your children to kindergarten:

*Victoria uses the Victorian Early Years Learning and Development Fram ework (VEYLDF). 
# Please note, in WA sessional kinder is referred to as school-based kindy.
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�e benefits of  
Nido kindergarten

Flexible drop-off and pick-
up times, with extended 
hours from 6:30am to 
�(�F�%�"�Ï�½�E�A�'�$�B�ì�”�”�µ�Ö�A�~�A�ò�”�~�Ò�D

Kindergarten program 
integrated into Long 
���~�ò�A���~�Ò�”�A�ì�§�Ü�¥�A�
�~�‹�¥�”�·�Ä�Ò�U
�”�•�à�‹�~�Ü�”�•�A�Ü�”�~�‹�¥�”�Ò�Ö�D

Dietitian-approved 
nutritious meals and snacks, 
� �Ò�”�Ö�¥�·�ò�A�‹�Ä�Ä�µ�”�•�A�”�ë�”�Ò�ò�A�•�~�ò�A
�Š�ò�B�Ñ�à�~�·�§���”�•�A�‹�Ä�Ä�µ�Ö�D

A Kindergarten program 
which continues to run 
�•�à�Ò�§�¾�¡�A�Ö�‹�¥�Ä�Ä�·�A�¥�Ä�·�§�•�~�ò�Ö�D

���¥�§�·�•�Ò�”�¾�A�~�Ò�”�A�Ï�~�Ò�Ü�A�Ä� �A�~�A
familiar environment 
�~�¾�•�B�”�ñ�Ï�”�Ò�§�”�¾�‹�”�A�‹�Ä�¾�Ü�§�¾�à�§�Ü�ò�A
of care with established 
� �Ò�§�”�¾�•�Ö�¥�§�Ï�A�¡�Ò�Ä�à�Ï�Ö�D

���A�•�~�§�·�ò�A� �”�”�A�Ü�¥�~�Ü�A�§�Ö�A
eligible for childcare 
�Ö�à�Š�Ö�§�•�ò�A�Y�����W�Z�A�Ò�”�Š�~�Ü�”�D�A

Every day, children are invited into a world of discovery where play 
sparks curiosity, friendships form, and new skills gently unfold. Our 
uniquely designed program blends rich learning experiences with 
opportunities to play, connect, and grow socially and emotionally. 

�rough familiar routines and a nurturing sense of structure, children 
gain the confidence they need to step into formal schooling feeling 
ready, capable and excited for what comes next.
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What will my child learn?

Reggio Emilia Philosophy
The Reggio Emilia philosophy is named 
after its birthplace in Italy and is an 
approach that Nido has adopted to 
support children to be active, creative 
�~�¾�•�A�‹�Ä�¾���•�”�¾�Ü�A�·�”�~�Ò�¾�”�Ò�Ö�D�A�*�Ü�A� �Ä�‹�à�Ö�”�Ö�A�Ä�¾�A
each child’s voice and natural ability to 
explore the world around them.

For more information on the 
�S�”�¡�¡�§�Ä�B���½�§�·�§�~�A�Ï�¥�§�·�Ä�Ö�Ä�Ï�¥�ò�A�Ï�·�”�~�Ö�”�A�ë�§�Ö�§�Ü�A
nido.edu.au/our-philosophy

Early Years Learning 
Framework (EYLF)
The EYLF (or the VEYLDF in Victoria) 
is a national framework that early 
childhood educators and teachers 
use to help your child learn in a 
fun, engaging and meaningful way. 
It encourages learning through 
play, exploration and hands-on 
experiences.

Learning objectives
�]�¥�”�A�?�§�•�Ä�A���~�Ò�·�ò�A�W�‹�¥�Ä�Ä�·�A�6�§�¾�•�”�Ò�¡�~�Ò�Ü�”�¾�A
���à�Ò�Ò�§�‹�à�·�à�½�A�Ö�à�Ï�Ï�Ä�Ò�Ü�Ö�A�Ä�à�Ò�A�Ü�”�~�‹�¥�”�Ò�Ö�A
and educators to plan and implement 
�§�¾�•�§�ë�§�•�à�~�·�§�Ö�”�•�A�·�”�~�Ò�¾�§�¾�¡�E�A�à�Ö�§�¾�¡�A�ò�Ä�à�Ò�A
child’s strengths and interests as the 
� �Ä�à�¾�•�~�Ü�§�Ä�¾�D�A�E�à�Ò�A�‹�à�Ò�Ò�§�‹�à�·�à�½�A�Š�Ò�§�¾�¡�Ö�A
together experiences, routines, 
resources, environments, and 
relationships to provide a complete 
�”�•�à�‹�~�Ü�§�Ä�¾�A�Ü�¥�~�Ü�A�Ö�à�Ï�Ï�Ä�Ò�Ü�Ö�A�ò�Ä�à�Ò�A�‹�¥�§�·�•�d�Ö�A
�Ö�à�‹�‹�”�Ö�Ö�A�~�Ö�A�~�A�·�§� �”�·�Ä�¾�¡�A�·�”�~�Ò�¾�”�Ò�D

Learning branches
The curriculum has 7 learning branches 
�Ü�¥�~�Ü�A�Ä�à�Ü�·�§�¾�”�A�ì�¥�~�Ü�A�ò�Ä�à�Ò�A�‹�¥�§�·�•�A�ì�§�·�·�A�”�ñ�Ï�·�Ä�Ò�”�A

�~�¾�•�A�·�”�~�Ò�¾�A�~�Ü�A�ò�Ä�à�Ò�A�·�Ä�‹�~�·�A�?�§�•�Ä�A���~�Ò�·�ò�A�W�‹�¥�Ä�Ä�·�D�A 
�]�¥�”�Ö�”�A�Š�Ò�~�¾�‹�¥�”�Ö�A�¥�~�ë�”�A�Š�”�”�¾�A�‹�~�Ò�”� �à�·�·�ò�A
�•�”�Ö�§�¡�¾�”�•�A�Ü�Ä�A�Ò�”���”�‹�Ü�A�Ü�¥�”�A�·�”�~�Ò�¾�§�¾�¡�A
�Ä�à�Ü�‹�Ä�½�”�Ö�A�Ä� �A�Ü�¥�”�A���~�Ò�·�ò�A�s�”�~�Ò�Ö�A�8�”�~�Ò�¾�§�¾�¡�A
Framework, grounded in evidence-based 
�Ò�”�Ö�”�~�Ò�‹�¥�A�~�¾�•�A�§�¾�Ö�Ï�§�Ò�”�•�A�Š�ò�A�Ü�¥�”�A�S�”�¡�¡�§�Ä�A
���½�§�·�§�~�A�Ï�¥�§�·�Ä�Ö�Ä�Ï�¥�ò�D

School readiness
The Nido curriculum integrates our 
learning branches with national and state 
�”�~�Ò�·�ò�A�ò�”�~�Ò�Ö�A�·�”�~�Ò�¾�§�¾�¡�A� �Ò�~�½�”�ì�Ä�Ò�µ�Ö�A�~�¾�•�A�Ü�¥�”�A
���à�Ö�Ü�Ò�~�·�§�~�¾�A���à�Ò�Ò�§�‹�à�·�à�½�A�Ü�Ä�A�Ö�à�Ï�Ï�Ä�Ò�Ü�A�ò�Ä�à�Ò�A
�‹�¥�§�·�•�d�Ö�A�Ü�Ò�~�¾�Ö�§�Ü�§�Ä�¾�A�§�¾�Ü�Ä�A� �Ä�Ò�½�~�·�A�Ö�‹�¥�Ä�Ä�·�§�¾�¡�D�A
�m�”�B�¾�Ä�Ü�A�Ä�¾�·�ò�A�Ï�Ò�”�Ï�~�Ò�”�A�‹�¥�§�·�•�Ò�”�¾�A� �Ä�Ò�A�Ö�‹�¥�Ä�Ä�·�A
�W�A�ì�”�A�¥�”�·�Ï�A�Š�à�§�·�•�A�Ü�¥�”�A�Ö�µ�§�·�·�Ö�A�~�¾�•�A�‹�Ä�¾���•�”�¾�‹�”�A
�Ü�¥�”�ò�A�¾�”�”�•�A� �Ä�Ò�A�·�§� �”�·�Ä�¾�¡�A�·�”�~�Ò�¾�§�¾�¡�D
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“Nido’s curriculum gives me real peace 
of mind. I know my child is learning and 

developing in ways that are right for 
their age, while enjoying fun, engaging 

activities in a safe, caring environment. 
It’s lovely to see them growing into 

such a curious li�le learner.”
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�e 7 learning 
branches
Community
• Building diversity and respect.

• Working with others collaboratively.

• Participating in environmental sustainability.

• �W�à�Ï�Ï�Ä�Ò�Ü�§�¾�¡�A�§�¾�‹�·�à�Ö�§�Ä�¾�A�§�¾�A�Ü�¥�”�§�Ò�A�‹�·�~�Ö�Ö�Ò�Ä�Ä�½�D

• �8�”�~�Ò�¾�§�¾�¡�A�~�Š�Ä�à�Ü�A���Š�Ä�Ò�§�¡�§�¾�~�·�A�~�¾�•�A�]�Ä�Ò�Ò�”�Ö�A�W�Ü�Ò�~�§�Ü�A�*�Ö�·�~�¾�•�”�Ò�A�‹�à�·�Ü�à�Ò�”�D

• Becoming global citizens, sharing their thoughts and ideas.

Numeracy
• Recognising numbers and quantities.

• Identifying and exploring shapes to build learning of geometry.

• Exploring patterns.

• Classifying and comparing objects. 

• Understanding measurement.

Confident Learners
• Being a curious learner.

• Engaging in the curriculum and with others.

• Exploring what they know and how they learn.

• Problem-solving with creative and critical thinking.

• Transferring learning from one context to another.

Literacy
• �W�Ü�Ä�Ò�ò�Ü�”�·�·�§�¾�¡�D

• Recognising and using letters.

• Effectively communicating with others.

• Drawing to support emergent writing.

• Understanding the meaning of text and symbols.

• Using expression to communicate a message.
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Healthy Minds and Bodies
• �W�”�·� �U�Ò�”�¡�à�·�~�Ü�§�¾�¡�A�Ü�¥�”�§�Ò�A�”�½�Ä�Ü�§�Ä�¾�Ö�D

• Exploring physical movement and play.

• Nutrition and healthy lifestyle.

• Embracing identity.

• Building secure and safe relationships.

• Learning resilience to overcome challenges.

• Caring for personal hygiene.

• �
�à�§�·�•�§�¾�¡�A���¾�”�A�½�Ä�Ü�Ä�Ò�A�~�¾�•�A�¡�Ò�Ä�Ö�Ö�A�½�Ä�Ü�Ä�Ò�A�Ö�µ�§�·�·�Ö�D

Creativity
• Exploring the visual arts.

• Using music to enhance literacy and creativity.

• ���ñ�Ï�·�Ä�Ò�§�¾�¡�A�§�•�”�~�Ö�A�~�¾�•�A�Š�à�§�·�•�§�¾�¡�A�‹�Ä�¾���•�”�¾�‹�”�A
through drama and imaginative play.

• Embracing dance to support creativity and 
promote physical movement.

STEM
• Problem-solving. 

• Exploring technology.

• Using inquiry to learn through questioning 
�~�¾�•�B�”�ñ�Ï�·�Ä�Ò�§�¾�¡�A�Ü�¥�”�A�ì�Ä�Ò�·�•�A�~�Ò�Ä�à�¾�•�A�Ü�¥�”�½�D

• Developing persistence and a positive attitude.

• Predicting what may happen in their learning.

• Learning by designing.
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Why is ‘school 
readiness’ so 
important?
�W�‹�¥�Ä�Ä�·�A�Ò�”�~�•�§�¾�”�Ö�Ö�A�§�Ö�A�~�Š�Ä�à�Ü�A�½�Ä�Ò�”�A�Ü�¥�~�¾�A
�³�à�Ö�Ü�A�Ò�”�~�•�§�¾�¡�A�~�¾�•�A�ì�Ò�§�Ü�§�¾�¡�D�A�S�”�Ö�”�~�Ò�‹�¥�A
shows that children need strong 
social and emotional wellbeing to 
�Ü�¥�Ò�§�ë�”�A�~�‹�~�•�”�½�§�‹�~�·�·�ò�D

�]�¥�Ò�Ä�à�¡�¥�A�~�A�Ï�·�~�ò�U�Š�~�Ö�”�•�A�~�Ï�Ï�Ò�Ä�~�‹�¥�E�A
our program helps children build 
�‹�Ä�¾���•�”�¾�‹�”�E�A�‹�Ä�¾�¾�”�‹�Ü�§�Ä�¾�A�~�¾�•�A�Ü�¥�”�A
� �Ä�à�¾�•�~�Ü�§�Ä�¾�~�·�A�Ö�µ�§�·�·�Ö�A�Ü�¥�”�ò�A�¾�”�”�•�A� �Ä�Ò�A
�·�§� �”�·�Ä�¾�¡�A�·�”�~�Ò�¾�§�¾�¡�D

�]�¥�”�A�?�§�•�Ä�A�6�§�¾�•�”�Ò�¡�~�Ò�Ü�”�¾�A���à�Ò�Ò�§�‹�à�·�à�½�A
�¾�à�Ò�Ü�à�Ò�”�Ö�A�‹�Ò�”�~�Ü�§�ë�§�Ü�ò�E�A�Ï�Ò�Ä�Š�·�”�½�U�Ö�Ä�·�ë�§�¾�¡�E�A
self-expression, and emerging 
�·�§�Ü�”�Ò�~�‹�ò�A�~�¾�•�A�¾�à�½�”�Ò�~�‹�ò�A�W�A�Ï�Ò�”�Ï�~�Ò�§�¾�¡�A
�‹�¥�§�·�•�Ò�”�¾�A� �Ä�Ò�A�~�A�Ö�½�Ä�Ä�Ü�¥�E�A�‹�Ä�¾���•�”�¾�Ü�A
�Ü�Ò�~�¾�Ö�§�Ü�§�Ä�¾�A�Ü�Ä�A�Ö�‹�¥�Ä�Ä�·�D

Some of the  
areas that 
we focus on: 
• ���Ä�¾���•�”�¾�Ü�·�ò�A�‹�Ä�½�½�à�¾�§�‹�~�Ü�§�¾�¡�A�Ü�¥�”�§�Ò�A

thoughts, ideas, and emotions 
�ì�§�Ü�¥�B�Ü�”�~�‹�¥�”�Ò�Ö�A�~�¾�•�A�Ï�”�”�Ò�Ö�D

• �8�§�Ö�Ü�”�¾�§�¾�¡�A�Ü�Ä�A� �Ä�·�·�Ä�ì�A�§�¾�Ö�Ü�Ò�à�‹�Ü�§�Ä�¾�Ö�D

• �S�”�¡�à�·�~�Ü�§�¾�¡�A�Ü�¥�”�§�Ò�A�”�½�Ä�Ü�§�Ä�¾�Ö�D

• �8�Ä�Ä�µ�§�¾�¡�A�~� �Ü�”�Ò�A�Ü�¥�”�§�Ò�A�Š�”�·�Ä�¾�¡�§�¾�¡�Ö�D

• Holding pens and pencils to 
�•�”�ë�”�·�Ä�Ï�B�Ï�Ò�”�U�ì�Ò�§�Ü�§�¾�¡�A�Ö�µ�§�·�·�Ö�D

• �S�”�‹�Ä�¡�¾�§�Ö�§�¾�¡�A�Ü�¥�”�§�Ò�A�¾�~�½�”�D

• ���¾�‹�Ä�à�Ò�~�¡�§�¾�¡�A�ò�Ä�à�Ò�A�‹�¥�§�·�•�A�Ü�Ä�A�•�Ò�”�Ö�Ö�A
themselves, including putting on 
�Ö�¥�Ä�”�Ö�B�~�¾�•�A�Ö�Ä�‹�µ�Ö�D

• Eating meals unassisted, including 
�Ï�”�”�·�§�¾�¡�A� �Ò�à�§�Ü�A�~�¾�•�A�à�¾�ì�Ò�~�Ï�Ï�§�¾�¡�A� �Ä�Ä�•�D

• ���Ä�¾���•�”�¾�Ü�·�ò�A�Ü�Ä�§�·�”�Ü�§�¾�¡�A�~�¾�•�A�‹�~�Ò�§�¾�¡�A
� �Ä�Ò�B�Ü�¥�”�§�Ò�A�¥�”�~�·�Ü�¥�A�~�¾�•�A�ì�”�·�·�Š�”�§�¾�¡�D

• Demonstrating social skills 
including sharing, taking turns, 
�~�¾�•�B�¾�~�ë�§�¡�~�Ü�§�¾�¡�B�‹�Ä�¾���§�‹�Ü�D
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The learning outcomes are:

1. Children have a strong sense of identity.

2. Children are connected with and contribute to their world.

3. Children have a strong sense of wellbeing.

�&�D�A���¥�§�·�•�Ò�”�¾�A�~�Ò�”�A�‹�Ä�¾���•�”�¾�Ü�A�~�¾�•�A�§�¾�ë�Ä�·�ë�”�•�A�·�”�~�Ò�¾�”�Ò�Ö�D

5. Children are effective communicators.

Learning and  
Development Reports
Twice a year, your classroom teacher will provide you with a 
Nido Kindergarten Summary of Learning and Development 
Report. �is report communicates your child’s progress 
towards the five learning outcomes of the Early Years Learning 
Framework and the Nido Kindergarten Curriculum.

This report is the ideal opportunity to 
collaborate with your child’s teachers 
and educators to understand your 
child’s learning and development at 
Nido. It explains how your child has been 
progressing towards their personalised 
learning goals, established at the 
beginning of the six-month period.

�S�”�‹�Ä�¡�¾�§�Ö�§�¾�¡�A�Ï�~�Ò�”�¾�Ü�Ö�A�~�Ö�A�~�A�‹�¥�§�·�•�d�Ö�A���Ò�Ö�Ü�A�~�¾�•�A
�½�Ä�Ö�Ü�A�§�¾���à�”�¾�Ü�§�~�·�A�Ü�”�~�‹�¥�”�Ò�E�A�ì�”�A�”�¾�‹�Ä�à�Ò�~�¡�”�A
families to collaborate with educators 

�~�¾�•�B�Ü�”�~�‹�¥�”�Ò�Ö�A�Ü�Ä�A�•�”�ë�”�·�Ä�Ï�A�Ï�”�Ò�Ö�Ä�¾�~�·�§�Ö�”�•�A
goals to guide their learning. You will be 
invited to provide your feedback and work 
with your child’s educators and teachers 
to create new learning goals for the next 
six-month period.

Educators and teachers design individual 
and group experiences to support your 
child’s learning journey, providing Learning 
�5�Ä�à�Ò�¾�”�ò�Ö�A�~�¾�•�A�W�à�½�½�~�Ò�ò�A�Ä� �A�8�”�~�Ò�¾�§�¾�¡�Ö�A�Ü�Ä�A
keep you updated on their progress.
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 We truly believe that it takes a village to raise a 
child, and honour families as a child’s first and 
most influential teacher. Together, as partners, 
we will create a nurturing path for your child, 
se�ing them up for a bright and successful 

future at Nido and beyond.

“It’s okay to make 
mistakes, we just 
try again and our 

teachers can help.”
—— Oliver 4yrs
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What next?
We’d love to chat more about how Nido can help your child grow.

Schedule a tour at your local Nido Early School  
to learn more about our Kindergarten Curriculum.

Speak with your Early School’s Curriculum Leader 
or Early Childhood Teacher for further details.

Book an orientation for the Kindergarten classroom.

Visit our website for more details: nido.edu.au

15
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Every day ma�  ers.


